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A free woman of color in the 1830s, Margaret Morgan lived a life full of promise. One frigid night
in Pennsylvania, that changed forever. They tore her family apart. They put her in chains. But
they never expected her to fight back.In 1837, Margaret Morgan was kidnapped from her home
in Pennsylvania and sold into slavery. The state of Pennsylvania charged her kidnapper with the
crime, but the conviction was later overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court. It was the first time a
major branch of the federal government had made a pro-slavery stand, and the ruling in Prigg v.
Pennsylvania sewed the bitter seeds of the states' rights battle that eventually would lead to the
Civil War.Yet, the heart of this story is not a historic Supreme Court ruling. It is the remarkable,
unforgettable Margaret Morgan. Her life would never be the same. Her family had been torn
apart. Uncaring forces abused her body and her heart. But she refused to give up, refused to
stop fighting, and refused to allow her soul to be enslaved.About the author: Jessica McCann's
work as an award-winning journalist has been published in Business Week, The Writer, and
many other publications. All Different Kinds of Free is her first novel. Learn more about McCann
online at www.jessicamccann.com.

About the AuthorHarry Sinclair Lewis (1885–1951) was born in Sauk Centre, Minnesota, the son
of a country doctor. After graduating from Yale in 1907, he went to New York, tried freelance
work for a time, and then worked in a variety of editorial positions from the East Coast to
California. Main Street (1920) was his first successful novel. In the decade that followed, Lewis
published four other acclaimed novels of social criticism—Babbitt (1922), Arrowsmith (1925),
Elmer Gantry (1927), and Dodsworth (1929). In 1930 he became the first American to win the
Nobel Prize for literature. He continued to write both novels and plays for another two decades,
publishing his last work, World So Wide (1951), shortly before his death in Rome.Sally E. Parry
is Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, and Director of General Education at Illinois
State University. She is currently the Executive Director of the Sinclair Lewis Society and editor
of the Sinclair Lewis Society Newsletter. She has edited two collections of short stories by
Sinclair Lewis, Go East, Young Man: Sinclair Lewis on Class in America (2005) and The
Minnesota Stories of Sinclair Lewis (2005), and with Robert L. McLaughlin, written We’ll Always
Have the Movies: American Cinema During World War II (2006). E. L. Doctorow is one of
America’s preeminent men of letters. His novels include The Waterworks, Ragtime, The Book of
Daniel, Loon Lake, World’s Fair, Lives of the Poets, Billy Bathgate, and Welcome to Hard Times.
His work has garnered the National Book Critics Circle Award twice, the National Book Award,
the PEN/Faulkner Award, the Edith Wharton Citation for Fiction, and the William Dean Howells
medal of the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
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AnnetteBReviews, “Heartfelt Depiction of Historical Figure. Pennsylvania, 1837. Margaret
Morgan lives outside Philly as a free woman, when a man from her past resurfaces at her cabin
and accuses her of being a runaway slave. She is taken back to Maryland with her
children.Sheriff Porter appears at Mrs. Ashmore estate and requests papers of ownership for
Margaret. Pennsylvania laws are tough and you can’t just kidnap what you think belongs to you.
Thanks to Sheriff’s intervention, Margaret and her children are not taken to auction. Instead,
Margaret takes Mrs. Ashmore to court. But the proceedings are quick and consequences are
harsh.On a cold winter day of 1838, Edward Prigg is to face a PA jury for kidnapping Margaret
and her children. His conviction leads to the fight at the US Supreme Court – Prigg vs PA. With
the Supreme Court overturning Prigg’s kidnapping conviction, and as a result the bounty hunters
services are in high demand. The consequences to be looked upon are the ones that led to the
states’ rights battle, which eventually led to the Civil War.It is heart-wrenching to have a family
not only separated, but also auctioned like animals. Then the hard days of daily work are as
painful. It is painful to read about such injustice, but the story of Margaret Morgan is rightfully
brought to light as she refused to give up her freedom and the freedom of her children. And her
refusal and fight gave spark to the Civil War.The heart of this story belongs to Margaret, with the
court proceedings being brisk. As Margaret’s story progresses it also gives flashbacks of her
past, giving beautiful depth. With unembellished prose full of heart, this skillfully woven novel
takes readers on a journey of an extraordinary woman.”

Bayou Bookworm, “Unforgettable Book!. I can't believe this was free for even a brief period on
the Kindle 100 Best sellers Free.What a piece of luck to find this novel. I'm not sure I would have
considered it just browsing in a bookstore,although the cover is beautiful.The era is the
1830s.Though her parents were slaves ,they had been freed. Their daughter,Margaret Morgan is
now a free woman and happily married. She is living a comfortable life with her free
husband,two sons, and young daughter. Life is good even in divided America. The issue of
slavery is a volatile one,but Margaret and her family live in progressive Pennsylvania with many
of the important black leaders who are intensely involved in the Abolition Movement.Returning
from shopping one lovely day,Margaret spys a black wagon near the cabin.She recognizes the
wagon as the constables, and enters to find a tense group. The constable has with him a Mr.
Prigg from Maryland ,who has claimed that she is a runaway slave. Margaret admits she knows
him, as he was neighbor to the Ashmores,her father's former masters.After a brief
conversation,Margaret and her children are taken, to be brought back to their supposed
master.The story is FICTION,but based on the true story of Margaret Morgan and Prigg VS
Pennsylvania which some say was a major catlyst of the Civil War. The story continues as
Margaret endures many hardships,including witnessing her two little boys sold and taken away.
Margaret fights to become a free woman. As to how that occurs, and all that ensues, I will leave



for your reading pleasure!There are a few parts of the book that are PG 13 ,such as a brutal
scene descibing Margaret being given to the black overseer Tucker "to breed", but I was not
turned off by this as I usually am,because of the historical tone of the book.I finished the book
last night, and became so invoved with the characters that I can't stopp thinking about them. A
very talented writer!This is a book I will read again, and highly recommend.”

GallimaufryUK, “Utterly compelling!. I adored this book! I have often had a tear in my eye when
reading a book and occasionally stifled a sob, but this book had me bodily shaking with tears at
what this poor woman and others endured during the time of slavery.Although I was obviously
aware of the vile things that went on in those times, I was not really educated as what horrors
these poor people endured.The beauty in the writing between these pages is amazing, the
friendships, the hardships, the forgiveness and the vile atrocities are all written with such utter
brilliance it is hard to encapsulate here.This book is a masterpiece and should be acclaimed as
such. I have already bought a copy for my mother and will recommend it to all my friends. I would
love to see it made into a film as it would surely get many many awards.Thank you for letting me
read it as an ARC”

Meera, “A must read!. This is a book that will really make you think. It shows the fight that a free
black woman goes through to regain her freedom after being stolen from her home in
Pennsylvania by a man to be taken into slavery, despite never having been a slave. I enjoy the
interlaced rebellion, comedy and the views from many other sides in this fight that made people
more aware of what was going on within the country. A very worthwhile read that will keep you
interested.Based of the real story of a woman who refused to give up and tried everything to
save her family.”

Jill, “Five Stars. It is unbelievable how these poor people were treated.”

NC, “Four Stars. I love the antebellum era. This novel was an interesting read. However, the
ending felt rushed to me.”

The book by Sinclair Lewis has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 226 people have provided feedback.
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